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September 17, 2021
Dear Ms. Brown and Ms. Petroshius,

Thank you for your deeply thoughtful letter. Please know that I share your commitment to
ensuring the safety of our children and families as they learn in our schools. We know that the -
first few weeks of reopening have been a mixture of emotions for many of our families — of both EXC{’H"P
excitement and uncertainty. We recognize more work needs to be done to keep student, educator, Om'
and staff well-being front and center, and we are constantly adapting during this unprecedented ‘

réopening of our city. )
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[ am very sorry to hear thatftwo)pf your children have tested positive for COVID-19. I hope they
are doing well and in active recoveri. We know that the virus continues tc‘ disproportionately

impact the unvaccinated populations}n our city, a growing share of which are children 11 years

old and younger.-RiSh‘}' wh LQJ-%“.DOD childfen (n Dc*as-t_g&tw-'f
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SayS TPL. |Butitis not only the physical ramifications of the virus that concerns us. Mayor Bowser is \-Gn .
5 BQ,D . committed to full-time in-person learning because it is necessary to reduce widening opportunity
N TRU . [ gaps among our students, and essential for their social-emotional well-being. Having our
We S students in schools with their teachers and peers, and able to access the supports they need, will
some. help us heal from the harmful impacts of the pandemicCnle S N Wa_-ngm e
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We agree that clear communication is critical to building confidence with our families, and ‘we
op‘ﬁm H are continuing to work with DC Public Schools (DCPS) to ensure that communications are
. quickly distributed when a case has occurred, what the next steps are, and how we will ensure
!) Fam: learning continues for their child. That process needs to be more streamlined, and it will contin m Ml\\[ou
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) 5 A.Lto be more efficient as we establish and institutionalize these additional protocols> How 7-. W
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WM + Regarding testing in our schools, the Office of the State Superintendent (OSSE) has continued to g
W ramp up its school testing program — both its random, asymptomatic testing program in all DCPS
R U «M and many charter schools, as well as its symptomatic testing program. The District has o
Df 7 transitioned to an opt-out model, which has significantly increased participation. Participating ‘— M =
’ schools are aiming to test a random sample of 10-20% of students each week, in line with health 2 ? n 5
guidance issued by the CDC and DC lgealth. Through the first two weeks of operations, OSSE éﬁ ! ( -
mw as recorded a positivity rate of .6% among symptomatic and asymptomatic students that were T é \’

1 / ested. We will continue to share those results on a weekly basis on coronavirus.dc.gov/data. In
‘/VO / addition, the District has invested significant resources in school-based testing, including
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\ [ agree with you that we should prioritize outdoor learning and lunch whenever possible in our C.Onma -
schools. The District has investe million toward outdoorf learning resources and other tools bu,._j.p(.u:r "
to support innovative in-person learning at DCPS. So far this school year, DCPS schools have
purchased over $4 million in outdoor furniture for schools. School leaders are continuing to
explore available opportunities for outdoor meals and learning. We know that gun violence and
other safety concerns impact our schools differently, and it is critical that we respect and trust
our school leaders to find solutions that meet the needs of their communities. OSSE has provided
extensive technical assistance to schools to promote not only outdoor eating, but also outdoor

learning, and we will continue to engage with school leaders and communities to make the best
decisions for their students.

i 5‘ -CV’AAB'FN quarantining students and staff, we will continue to follow the science and health guidance

‘HM- 7[6 we from local and national agencies, including the CDC and DC Health. Quarantining is critical to

e T slowing the spread of COVID when a case has been detected. But we also know that it can
M disrupt day-to-day activities, including in-person learning. We need students learning in the

W - classroom as much as possible and we will apply quarantining measures in all circumstances

‘%ﬁ‘f )9 when it is recommended by health experts. "’IWM’-’- 1
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Ki ds in ‘We are closely monitoring nap time and commit to working with DCPS to ensure that all 4 /
ijprotocols are being followed, including having HEPA filters available in every classroom where ,‘Ky\[ -
2)W i “u“" children may be napping. (e U
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D; + cases [ understand and respect our families’ desire for expanded virtual options. At th}s time, hoyvever, M&W’
<~ the Administration is not considering amending our virtual learning posture. With appropriate
mitigation measures in lace[iﬁperson schooling continues to be safefand has been supported by
AVOT e cantJot afford for our students to lose even more ground and see M/
S , burgeoning opportunity gaps if more students were to learn at home w1t'hout a direct med1.c
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Wy | again recognize the $tress and anxiety that this unprecedented reopening has caused.

Ly Tl appreciate your valua le feedback on these matters, and I look forward to working with you as

W . we confinue to navigate this critical moment for our city ——
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Sincerely, —
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