PARENTS URGE CITY TO ADDRESS CRITICAL ISSUES RE LEARNING IN A PANDEMIC:

Dear Mayor Muriel Bowser and the Reopen DC Committee: Education and Child Care,

We, the undersigned parents, community members and concerned residents ask that you consider the
perspective of parents and students as you make decisions regarding how learning will continue until
there are effective and accessible vaccines for COVID-19. We were disappointed to learn that original
members of the committee are there in official capacities to represent certain constituencies, but those
constituencies excluded current parents in their caregiver capacity. Further, we note that only one current
teacher and no students were named to the committee. Decisions regarding the safety and health of our
students, families and communities should not be made without current parent and teacher voices front
and center.

We urge you to adopt the following critical guiding principles and address the following questions in your
deliberations and planning.

CRITICAL GUIDING PRINCIPLES

We urge the Mayor and the Committee to uphold these guiding principles in every discussion and
decision that is made:

e The health and safety of every student, family, educator and staff person is our top priority;

e Coordination with economic, health, transportation and child care experts is critical as this is not
an education-only decision;

e Until there are effective and accessible vaccines, nothing is business as usual. We must think
differently, create flexibility, and use all of our resources to help students and families in every
part of the city stay healthy and access Learning During a Pandemic;

We must plan for a healthy learning environment with equity as the core principle;

e Until there are effective and accessible vaccines, compelling in-person learning is high risk;
policies must support and trust families to make decisions about the format of learning in a safe
way and resist punitive measures to compel in-school learning without a vaccine;

e We will embrace transparency during our process and in our recommendations for how the city
delivers its plan for Learning During a Pandemic.

QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE ANSWERED

We ask you to answer, and publicly articulate, the following two questions to frame your decision-making
and help the public understand the “why” of your decisions before you answer any other questions:

1. WHAT DO WE VALUE in DC about life and learning in a pandemic crisis?
2. How will we design a plan to advance equity -- and not exacerbate inequities -- that
centers on the voices of those most impacted?

Then, as you develop your recommendations for a plan for learning going forward, please answer the
following questions and concerns:

Make Equity a Central Goal in All Decisions.

We know that the pandemic and our city’s response has and will continue to affect our community in
inequitable ways and that a response that treats all students and schools equally will further exacerbate
inequity. Specifically:



e Black families are disproportionately affected by COVID-19 in the District and across the
country. We must ensure that our Learning During a Pandemic plan is responsive and reparative
to this harm and does not exacerbate that inequity.

o We know, for example, that students East of the River have the highest asthma rates in
the District, substantially higher than the national average. Therefore, our Learning
During a Pandemic plan must specifically address these needs with a plan and resources
for students with health issues informed by families and health care providers.

e How will we communicate with and solicit the views of families, particularly Spanish-speaking
families, families with limited English proficiency and families with limited technology access,
regarding changes that DC will have to make to enable inclusive distance learning and English
language learning programs for their children as well as those who may have already had their
schooling interrupted or need help with enrollment or immunization paperwork?

e What can we do better to facilitate and support whole-child Learning During a Pandemic
including mental health, social emotional, physical and academic supports for students most in
need? What have we learned about what works, what doesn’t?

e How are we leveraging our community-based partners and supporting them to help underserved
students get the support they need? Our community-based organizations are often trusted lifelines
to families and have expertise where our school districts have gaps in knowledge, skills and
capacity.

e How is the District, each LEA, school, and classroom planning for and targeting resources to
students most in need, in particular students with special needs, English Language Learners,
homeless students, and students in trauma or more generally, students considered at-risk? How
does District guidance to LEAs and schools reflect this targeting of resources?

o Isthis plan equitable, transparent, and evidence-based?

o How will we ensure that grades, tests, attendance and other system-wide policies are fair
and equitable? If they are not, how will the District ensure that students are not unfairly
held accountable?

e What outcomes are we trying to accomplish and for whom are trying to accomplish them? How
are we ensuring that resources are equitably and effectively targeted to generate those outcomes?

e At the school budget level, how will LSAT and other parent and teacher groups be included in the
decision-making particularly in the most impacted schools and LEAs? How will the proposed
budgets and related increases or cuts be equitable and transparent to school communities?

e In response to the economic downturn, how are we planning for likely increases in public school
enrollment and increases in numbers of at-risk students both in terms of capacity and resources?

e How do we develop and provide sustainable on-line, digital options particularly for families
without reliable access?

e How will the District ensure that students have safe passage, including health-protected passage,
to school if needed? And how will this plan be focused on students who need the most support in
getting to school?

o In particular, how will the District plan for homeless students to get to school safely in
Learning During a Pandemic?

e What have we learned about meal delivery during a pandemic? How will we make the system and
data on its use transparent? How will we ensure that families that need meals receive them while
Learning During a Pandemic?

Put Safety and Health First in Planning For Learning.
Options for in-person, online and hybrid learning models will be deliberated as options. As you discuss
them, please consider the questions that will be top of mind for parents:



If small groups are considered, what is the difference between 10 and 25 students in a classroom
when it comes to sharing germs, keeping hands off learning tools and constantly cleaning? Is this
a safe, healthy option?

If we have small groups in school and parents have the option to execute home learning or go to
school, will we have educator capacity for that scenario? For example, what does it look like for
a 4™ grade teacher to teach 1/3 of students in person in the AM, 1/3 students in the PM and 1/3
kids in home learning at some other time of the day?

If there is not one solution for all students (i.e. options for home learning or small group, in-
school learning), how will the city ensure and communicate intentional equity?

How can we learn from the experiences of families and educators across the many schools that
have already implemented different school schedules such as extended day or year? Are LEAs
sharing lessons learned with families in a transparent way and are those lessons learned informed
by true family and student voice?

What are parent and teacher rights to opt out of in-school learning if they are concerned about
health and safety related to the pandemic? What are the plans to ensure Learning During a
Pandemic is equitable and consistent in every community if in-person attendance cannot be
compelled?

If there is any in-person learning, how will the public school system have one set of policies and
procedures to ensure that immunizations requirements are upheld to ensure that other health
issues are not exacerbated? How will those policies take into account that doctor visits for routine
exams are limited or non-existent?

Ensure Safe, Healthy Facilities.
If in-person, in-school options are considered, it is critical that facilities foster clean, sanitary, and safe
conditions as recommended by the public health experts. Please address:

Do we have the capacity in every school to keep surfaces and air clean and safe including
adequate cleaning and PPE resources (i.e. if students will need to wear masks, will schools have
enough masks on hand for every child every day)?

Do we have the space in every school for keeping students in safe distances while learning in
person?

Do we have the capacity to train, support and monitor maintenance and custodial staff in every
school to adequately support clean and healthy environments?

How will our teacher and staff workforce be protected? Will they have opt-out options if they are
in a high-risk or compromised category?

Ensure a Targeted Focus on Students Nearing the End of Their K-12 Career.

High school students at risk of disengaging are especially vulnerable and require additional, targeted
support during their final years in public school. We do not want any students left without the necessary
support they need to graduate from high school while Learning During a Pandemic.

How do we target resources to ensure more students do not become disengaged from school in
their final years? How do we ensure that this targeted response is informed by evidence,
transparent and equitable, and includes mental health as well as academic supports?

For high school students, how do we coordinate with higher education to keep our policies
aligned with postsecondary access and opportunity? How will families and students be informed
about how changes to their course-taking or enrollment may affect postsecondary access? How
can we ensure that all LEAs and schools communicate these critical pieces of information in a
common, transparent way?

What remote learning opportunities for high school students have increased during this time and
how are we ensuring equitable access?(e.g., remote community college courses or other LEA -



offered course, or workforce opportunities for credit, etc.) How can we connect students to
postsecondary institutions before high school graduation in ways we haven’t done in the past?
Are there local community colleges that can connect with high school students across all LEAs,
for example, in an accessible way?

e What guidance covering the topics above is the District providing to all relevant LEAs and
schools serving high school students so that we can ensure our school leaders have the
information needed to support students?

Ensure Clear, System-Wide Communications and Rules.

Parents and students are part of school communities across our 65 school districts in DC. It has been
frustrating, confusing and unsafe during this unprecedented and stressful time to have different dates,
rules and messages coming from each school district. There should be systemwide rules and
communications while Learning During a Pandemic.

e Develop a process for guiding ongoing decision-making and system-wide communications that is
grounded in expert recommendations, stakeholder input and the developing knowledge base
around COVID-19 and Learning During a Pandemic. Resist efforts to make this Committee the
only input moment into the decision-making process about Learning During a Pandemic. While
we have learned a lot, we still know so little. Data and information about COVID-19 and
Learning During a Pandemic will continue to grow and deepen. Ensure that ongoing decision-
making involves parents and educators and benefits from that growing knowledge base.

o Ensure that there is a transparent process, protocol and mechanism for deciding and
communicating about when in-person learning will take place or not across the entire public
school system now, in summer and throughout the next school year.

e Ensure that the District provides transparent guidance to all LEAs and schools on each of the
topics raised above.

Finally, plan for the unexpected. Learning During a Pandemic requires disruptions and changes. Plan
ahead for contingencies and anticipate resurgences and significant home learning needs. Ensure that those
contingencies take into account equity and potentially uneven impact of COVID-19 and related issues on
certain communities. Most importantly, be champions for parents, students and educators who have
compromised or high-risk health; for those who are already experiencing deep inequities; for the health
and safety of every student, family and educator; and for embracing transparency at every turn. Thank
you.

Cc:

Chairman Mendelson
Councilmember Bonds
Councilmember Grosso
Councilmember Silverman
Councilmember R. White
Councilmember Nadeau
Councilmember Cheh
Councilmember Todd
Councilmember McDuffie
Councilmember Allen
Councilmember Gray
Councilmember T. White

Sincerely,
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Ward 6 ‘Amﬁion Bowen Elementary PTA & LSAT

Ward 6 { -
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rWard 7 *Mlner elementary school
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'Ward 6 | Capitol Hill Montessori and BASIS DC parent
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‘Ward 6 |J.0. Wilson Elementary School Parent
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‘Ward 1 Cq 7
Ward 6 Capitol Hill

Ward 6  Kingman Park -
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'Ward 6 |SW community - Amidon-Bowen & Jefferson schools




[Mossi K. Tull ‘Ward 5
Ayanna Smith Ward 7
Lisa Gail Rucker ‘Ward 1
Jeanne contardo \Ward 7
|
[Angel Curry lWard 7
Isoke Baptiste . ‘Ward 7
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Cristi Purnell ‘Ward 7
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Tim Finklea \Ward 6
Kate Hindle ‘Ward 6
Sara Gopalkrishna ‘Ward 6
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|
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“School - )
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‘DCPS Teacher |
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Chris Dragisic Ward 4

Megan Siekkinen ~ Ward7
Darniece Shirley \Ward 7
Margot Berkey ~ Ward 1
Ava Millstone 7 \Ward 6
Barbara Schwabauer ‘Ward 4
Rev. Dr. Shawn Jegede ‘Ward 7
Kimberley Robinson ‘Ward 8
Devon Myers ~ Ward7
Caprice Casson Ward 7
Denise Forte ‘Ward 6
Mary Cue ‘Ward 7
Kirby York ‘Ward 8
Jean Ndzana ~ Ward 8
Rachael Friedlander ~ Ward 4
Carlene Thompson ~ Ward 7
Brooke Rosenblatt Ward 6
Karen Wooten - \Ward6
Allyson Criner Brown ‘\Ward 8
Laura Chalmers \Ward 7
Phillip McKissick ‘Ward 7
Yohanness Ayechew ‘\Ward 6
Jennifer Loss, M.Ed M.Ed. Ward 2
Rachel Davis 7 ~ Ward 4
Meredith Perry ‘Ward 1
Denise Tee |Ward 1
Judith Barrow ~ |Ward 1
Marion Bright Ward 4
Michelle Cain 'Ward 6
S Carr 'Ward 7
Staci Smith ~ Ward5
Jen Harris ~ |Ward6
Stephanie Do ~ Ward 6
Lucy Hynes ‘Ward 6
Andrew Plemmons Pratt \Ward 6
Charrise Robinson \Ward 8
Molley Kaiyoorawongs ~ Ward 7
Piper Campbell A iWard 6
Fernanda G. Nicola ~|Ward 3
Jan McGlennon ‘Ward 3
Katherine Ferry ‘Ward 6
Melanie Anderson 'Ward 6
Perique Wimes ‘Ward 5
Mackenzie Jordan Johnsor Ward 4
Li Hou 'Ward 6
Clare Stevens ~ Ward 4
Ryan Woif Ward 6
Michael Upnght ‘\Ward 6
Hai Ho ~ Ward6

AlisonHarvey — Ward 6

Parent of DCPS Alumna

Washington Lawyers' Committee for CIVI| Rights and Urban Affairs

"east of the river and Brent elementary

'}Cleveland Elementary School
'Amidon Bowen parent
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‘Ward 7 Resident
'Concerned citizen
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'Parent at Takoma Educatlon Campus ’’’’’
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<Capltol Hill Montessori at Meyer
'ANC 7F Fort DuPont -
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Parent
\parent
'School
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| Petworth

‘|Eastern, chavez
'Capitol Hill Montessori
| Capitol Hill Montessori
'DCPS Parent, Teaching for Change
'Capitol Hill Montessori o -
|Kingman Park

ngman Park

'Key Elementary 7

Petworth & Parkview

Tubman Elementary

'Shaw Nelghborhood school Cleveland Elementary

'Ludlow Taylor
[Eastern -
[ELHaynes PCS-Elementary
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‘Brent Elementary 7
'Brent Elementary parent, PAVE Ward 6 PLE Board
member

'ANC 7E

'Brent Elementary School
'Hardy Middle School
‘Teachers and students of DCPS
'ANC 6A01 ' -

‘Brookland - -
'Brightwood community, Mary McCloud Bethune day
lacademy 16th St

'ANC6C
'Amidon-Bowen Elementary School parent
6D, Southwest, Amidon-Bowen




1 'My residential community is Ward 8. My children and |
Mercedez Mitchell 'Ward 1 are in the Ward 1 community for school and work.
Kristine Gazlay 'Ward 6 |AmidonBowen
Sylvia Cabus 'Ward 6 |Amidon-Bowen ES




